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Polisario Front Threatens to Imprison Its Top Police Official 
For Backing Moroccan Autonomy Plan to End Sahara Conflict 

International Community Urged to Protect Rights/ Safety of Polisario Police Inspector General 
Who is Stuck ih Mauritania, .enable to'Rejoiii Ramify ih Refugee Camp in Tiildduf Algeria 

Washington, J^-Sepb 15,, 2010},.- , Efforts, of top. PplisariQ- police ^official Mustapha .Salma, Quid Sidi 
Mouioud t^eocourage an end pf the,:35*yea&pld Western Sahara stalemate through an autonomy solution 
hit a major roadblock this week. He revealed that the Polisario has threatened him with arrest if he tries to 
rejoin his family in Algeria's Tindouf refugee camps and share his support for Morocco's compromise 
autonomy plan as the best solution to reunite Sahrawis. Sidi Mouioud announced his backing for the plan 
on a UN-sponsored family visit to southern Morocco to see his father for the first time in 31 years The 
Polisano denounced his statement as treason and warned that Sidi Mouioud faced arrest on his return He 
is now encamped in Zouirate, Mauritania, close to Algeria's border on the long road back to Tindouf. 

"To freely express one's opinion is treason?" Sidi Mouioud asked incredulously in a TV interview, according 
to the weekly Pans news magazine Jeune Afrique. "My personal security no longer depends on me alone 
from now on it s the responsibility of the whole world." Appeals have been made to UN Secretary General 
Ban Ki-moon by Sahrawi groups urging steps to ensure Sidi Mouloud's safety in Tindouf. 



Mist month f jn,^mara-, Morocco*, hessa{d,*?Aftert31 years ofiseparationlwas able to meet my father and 
my relatives* Ij^of the opportunity to : ^ by&Moro^s.jnajor progress in 

e S ..^?°^ nd the . m a ajor dev e»opment boom in the Sahrawi territories, which made me change my 
positidrt. frtm^dhsarto %meP&m Wmbto'&*mt\mr&acNtog^-^ option for Satlrawis to "achieve 
our main Msjecfivi'^prese*^ ; . ^ 

Sidi Mouioud, son ! 6f Sheikh Sataa MbuloUd, leader c4tne^lba£*ib^ (ter^f-rft.W. Sahara^ vowed to 
share his views back , in Tindouf, and urged Sahrawis to set aside differences and . engage in dialoque to 
resolve the conflict. • ;• s - a *V ' "'^y^ 

"Sidi Mouioud has shown great courage in recognizing the new realities Hh ; trfe-SaWara and" reaO 
opportunities for Sahrawis to build a future," said Robert M. Holley, Executive Director, Moroccan 
American Center for Policy. "He has literally put his life on the line to speak his mind and do what is best 
to bring Sahrawis together. That is true leadership; other Polisario officials should take a lesson." 

"The international community and human rights advocates should also pay closer attention " said Holley 
No clearer case can be made for the urgent need to enforce international guarantees on refugee rights to 
freedom of movement and freedom of expression-not to mention personal safety. If refugees in Tindouf 
could exercise these rights today, all Sahrawis would have a future and this long dispute would be history." 
"Unfortunately, most Polisario leaders and their Algerian hosts appear intent to continue the old politics 
and create new provocations that prolong the conflict and drive Sahrawis apart. Witness plans by Polisario 
supporters to launch a flotilla from Spanish waters to W. Sahara in the New Year. Unless the international 
community intervenes, this action will likely raise tensions in the region and derail prospects for successful 
negotiations. That is not responsible leadership, nor does it serve the Sahrawi people's interest." 

Today, more than 17,000 refugees are wait-listed for the UN Family Visit program and most wait years to 
see families. On April 6, UN Sec. General Ban Ki-moon reported the parties to the conflict agreld to build a 
road from Tindouf to Morocco so more refugees can visit. So far this year, as many as 1,800 refugees have 
escaped the camps on their own, making the dangerous trek across open desert toveach Morocca^Sahara 
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The Moroccan American Center for Policy (MACP) Is a non-profit organization whose principal missiondjto inform 
opinion makers, government officials and Interested publics in the United States about political and social developments 
hi Morocco and the role being played by the Kingdom of Morocco in broader strategic developments in North, Afr& the 
Mediterranean, and the Middle East. For more, please visit www.moregcanam ericanpoilrv.m-n 5 

This material is distributed by the Moroccan American Center for Policy on behalf of the Government of Moroc&? Additional 

information is available at the Department of Justice in Washington, DC. o 
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Polisario Rebuked for Blocking UN Family Visit to Refugee Camps in Algeria 
As Returning Police Chief Risks Arrest to Back Autonomy to End Sahara Dispute 

Washington, DC (Sept. 20, 2010) - Amid growing concerns about the safety and rights of Sahrawi 

and^rfp^n E'Th Fr ? nt fi t0day was ur 9 ed to ste P back from recent actions damping down on freeSoms 
and access in the Tindouf refugee camps in Algeria. Late Friday, a UN-sponsored flight for the Familv vSt 
program was forced to turn back on a runway in Tindouf and return to Srlln Tu^^o^ aftS 
ak^nnHn^f 'f ? fUSed 1° itS £ assen 9 ers *> ^embark. Polisario threats of f ^ md^^deatii 
£m»v xn/l^ 'v ° Wn t0p P °' iCe offlcia, ' Musta P ha Salma Ould Sidi Mouloud, who is trying toreioin his 
family and advocate a compromise autonomy solution to reunite Sahrawis and end the decaSona 
Sahara conflict. Sidi Mouloud declared his support for the Moroccan autonomy plan on a recent femnt 5 
to see his father in southern Morocco for the first time in 31 years. Y 

2^ V1L Hi| ff ^^issloner ft>r Refugees (UNHCR) issued a statement over the weekend expressing concern 
aboutthe blocked flight, which it said had been "well-coordinated" with all parties "To our S2LntmmT 
S ^f" 9 ? "? 6 fli9ht were P rev ented from disembarking by iSffi^prSSSTTlSdluf 
UNHCR had no choice but to fly the passengers back." UNHCR called the family v^mDSn?4onfidPn^ 
Bu,ld,ng Measures" for the Sahara-conflict parties and wanted to clarify wnTtte ^ 

?mHn„? eS « e Hoo r0 1 ad Mauritania, Polisario Chief Police Inspector Sidi Mouloud said he was returning to 

mzernauonai. I am aware that my life is in danger but I decided to return to Tindouf hpr»n«» t warn- ^ 
ten everyone that the policy pursued by the Polisario leaders wrong/ he saTd ^° Instead S ac^ng for 
the interests of the Saharawi people," he said Polisario leaders have focustd only on their own intereSs 
Last month in Smara, Morocco, he said, "After 31 years of separation I was able to meet my father and mv 
?J^ eS - V2* the PP ort V nltv t0 tour Mor °cco. I was impressed by Morocco's major proves in dlffierSnt 
sectors and the major development boom in the Sahrawi territories, which made ml change my pos^tTon " 

The Polisario leader said the autonomy plan proposed by Morocco is the best option for Sahrawi tn 
"achieve our main objective"- P reserving their culture and identity. Sid Moufoud? son of 5heikh sLlma 
Mouloud leader of the Rguibat tribe (largest in W. Sahara), vowed to share h^ • v ews i i TTnctouf uralna 
Sahraw.s to set aside differences and open dialogue to resolve the conflict. 9 9 

Ban^mnon ^L?"™™ ab ° Ut Sidi Mouloud ' s safetv - Appeals have gone out to UN Secretary General 
Ban Ki-moon from Sahrawi groups urging steps to ensure Sidi Mouloud's safety in Tindouf In the US the 
Leadership Council for Human Rights said it was monitoring the situation closed and ^ esident Kathn^n 
Cameron Porter worried Polisario leaders might "harm anyone who interferes with their personal desires? 

Rohf^M ^"? 6 th c 6 Pol ' sario J r hose this moment to go back on their agreement on the Family Visits " said 
Robert M Holley, Executive Director, Moroccan American Center for Policy. "It is clear sihra wis want 
more, not less, contact with family they haven't seen in decades. It is also dear frSn tdi Mduloud's 
rna U Hh?nT S ^ that S ahrawis in Tin do U f want a solution to the Sahara dispute tha reuses E not 
roadblocks and provocations that continue to drive them apart." lcul gf b uiem ' noz 

"I urge Polisario leaders to step back from the threats and provocations and recognize the re^itiesshaDino 
the region. Listen to Sidi Mouloud and let him share his story. This is an opportunity to join in^ colbromise 
akS 2!S«5U e KS th L Sah f a conflict and brings families together in a distinct, thriving Sahri^i socfeTy 1 
also reahzes the rights refugees are demanding themselves, which are guaranteed by intern^onal law /' 

In a follow-up statement issued today on the blocked family visit, UNHCR noted that AlgeriaHv-lorocco and 
fn Mn^ ,e f 1^ a9reed '?* week t0 expand Confidence Building Measures by building a Sa^rom T?ndouf 
£m? x?> Bt m ° re ? fU9ees Visit fami,ies - More than 17 ' 000 refu 9ees are currently wait-l sted for the 
Fam.ly Visit program and most wait years to see families. So far this year, as many as 1,800 i refugees have 
escaped the camps on their own, making the dangerous trek across open desert to reach iSiS^ara. 
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